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Sultan, show a knowledge of his weakness, of which the gold of the most wealthy, and the craft of the most subtle, by turns are striving to profit.
Beyond a doubt the enmity of the Ottoman Porte can do more mischief than its friendship can do service. Its neutrality is always useful, while its alliance becomes frequently a burden, and its support of no advantage. It is, therefore, more from a view of preventing evils than from expectation of profit, that all other Powers plot, cabal and bribe. The map of the Turkish empire explains what may be thought absurd or nugatory in this assertion.
As soon as a war with Austria was resolved on by the Brissot faction, in 1792, emissaries were despatched to Constantinople to engage the Divan to invade the provinces of Austria and Russia, thereby to create a diversion in favour of this country. Our ambassador in Turkey at that time, Count de Choiseul - Gouffier, though an admirer of the Revolution, was not a republican, and therefore secretly counteracted what he officially seemed to wish to effect. The Imperial Court succeeded, therefore, in establishing the neutrality of the Ottoman Porte, but Count de Choiseul was proscribed by the Convention. As academician he was, however, at St. Petersburg, liberally recompensed by Catherine II. for the services the ambassador had performed at Constantinople.